NN 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H — 3559 


International Court of Justice 





DIN 


OFFICE © CUUNOEL FOR Jan 


DIVISION 


iux m m N 


certify that Document Number TE 44 i was intro- 
T8 as Exhibit Number E p~ 2 § in the 
Ser Nr iS AXNLDIT Wu A % - AA Ir 


160 evicence 
CORATKG, et ol, 


121 Tribunal of | 


anc. that tae attacned 


TE A SR ie a 
OL tne OFL-anate 


tAalLy 


^ af Document 
> E i 


help charg AL 


2.4. 021 


Control Bronch 


DCB=36 (102447) 





AT 


I herety certify that the annexed document TE 
No, Eh h- 24 is a photostat of an original 
document submitted in evidence by she britiah 

ne original document 
has been withdrawn in accordance wi 


International Military Tribunal, 


my knowledge and belief is to be held at Hu pcate 


Enioleua giard Iau y “ M hielt (Lasst. li j 


Gene ral Sc c 
International 


Qf 
reals A Ad pi. | 


U \ 





—- 
REPUBLIC OF POLAND 


Ministry for Foreign Affairs 


TE — 


i. 


LEG, UctH 
xhibi 
FCD 


FFICIAL Documents 
POLISH - GERMAN 


* POLISH - SOVIET 
RELATIONS 


1933-1939 


ud 
=z: 
=) 
E 
[^ A 
t— 
on 
cn 
= 
m 
- X 
m: t 
IU 
E 
= 
t= 
Los 
EC 
n 
a 


LEE 


POLISH | 
_ WHITE BOOK zw 


by Authority of the the Polish Government 
f by 
ROY - PUBLISHERS 


I p- » 


H3559 — 0004 





> 


To this end they have appointed Plenipotentiaries . . . who have 
" avs on the following dispositions : 

ARTICLE 1. The Memel Territory, severed from the Reich by the 
Treaty of Versailles, is this day reunited with the German Reich. 

ARTICLE 2. The Memel Territory shall be immediately evacuated by 
the Lithuanian military forces and police. The Lithuanian Govern- 
ment shall take steps to ensure that on the evacuation the area shall 
be left in good order. Both parties, should the necessity arise, will 
appoint commissioners who will carry out the transfer of the adminis- 
tration of the Memel Territory not already in the hands of autonomous 
authorities. The settlement of all questions arising from the change of 
State sovereignty, in particular economic, financial and administrative 
problems, and also questions of State citizenship, shall be reserved for 
a separate Agreement, 

ARTICLE 3. In consideration of Lithuania’s economic needs a free 
Zone shall be created for Lithuania in Memel. Details will be deter- 
mined in accordance with principles laid down.in the Appendix hereto 
attached. 

ARTICLE 4. To strengthen their decision to assure the friendly 
development of relations between Germany and Lithuania, both parties 
undertake not to use force in their mutual rélations, and not to 
encourage " use of force directed against either of the Contracting _ 
Parties by a Third Party. 

The present Agreement comes into force from the moment of 


signature. 


No. 61 


M. Lipski. to M. Beck 
Berlin, March 21, 1939. 
y. 1 saw M. von Ribbentrop to-day. He began by saying he had asked 
me to call on him in order to discuss Polish-German relations in their 
entirety. 

Hs counplained about our Press, and the Warsaw students’ demon- 
strations during Count Ciano’s visit. He said the Chancellor was con- 
vinced that the poster in Danzig had been the work of Polish students 
themselves.’ I reacted vigorously, asserting that this was a clear 
attempt to influence'the Chancellor unfavourably to Poland. - 

He mentioned the question of Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia, which had 
particularly troubled Polish opinion, and stated that this question had 
been settled in conformity with Poland’s wishes. This was to be 
communicated to you by Ambassador von. Moltke. He spoke of the 
experts’ negotiations on the Minority questions, and dwelt on the fact 
of the failure to reach agreement as to a joint communiqué. 

At this point I interrupted him to correct his inaccurate statement. 


"d 


‘Some days prior to the date of this conversation a poster had been put 
up in a café at Danzig, bearing the inscription: ''Entry forbidden to Poles and 
dogs." This had caused protest demonstrations by Polish students. 
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Further, M. von Ribbentrop referred to the conversation at Berch- 
tesgaden between you and the Chancellor, in which M. Hitler put 
forward the idea: of guaranteeing Poland's frontiers in exchange for a 
motor road and the incorporation of Danzig in the Reich. He said 
that there had been further conversations between you and him in 
Warsaw on the subject, and that you had pointed out the great diffi- 
culties in the way of accepting these suggestions. He gave me to under- 
stand that all this had made an unfavourable impression on the 
Chancellor, since so far he had received no positive reaction whatever 
on our part to his suggestions. M. von Ribbentrop had had a talk 
with the Chancellor only yesterday. He stated that the Chancellor 
was still in favour of good relations with Poland, and had expressed a 
desire to have a thorough conversation with you on the subject of our 
mutual relations. M. von Ribbentrop indicated that he was under the 
impression that difficulties arising between us were also due to some 
misunderstanding of the Reich’s real aims. The problem needed to be 
considered on a higher plane. In his opinion our two States were 
dependent on each other. It must not be forgotten that, by defeating 
Russia in the World War, Germany had been a contributory factor in 
the emergence of the Polish State. Obviously they could not forget 
the shedding of Polish blood, which they held in high honour. Subse- 
quently, thanks to Chancellor Hitler's policy, General Schleicher's plan 
of German-Soviet collaboration had been smashed. That plan, which 
would have led to the annihilation of the Poligh State, was defeated. 
It must also be remembered that Danzig and Pomorze had belonged 
to the Second Reich, and that only through Germany's breakdown had 
Poland obtained these territories. 

At this point I remarked that it was not to be forgotten that before 
the Partitions these territories had belonged to Poland. 

M. von Ribbentrop replied that it was difficult to appeal to purely 
historical conceptions, and he stressed that the ethnic factor was to-day 
of prime importance. 

I remarked that Pomorze certainly was Polish, and alluded to the 
fact that in regard to the annexation of Bohemia and Moravia the 
Germans had used historical arguments. 

M. von Ribbentrop recalled that after all Danzig was a German 
city, but he realized that in regard to the Danzig question Poland also 
was actuated by sentiment. 

I corrected him by pointing out that in addition it was a vital 
necessity to Poland, to which M. von Ribbentrop remarked that that 
could be settled by way of a guarantee. 

Discussing the guarantee which the Chancellor was prepared to 
give with respect to Poland's frontiers and Pomorze in particular, 
M. von Ribbentrop stressed the point that no previous German Govern- 
ment had been able to give such a guarantee. 

In connection with Danzig, the motor road and the guarantee, 
M. von Ribbentrop also mentioned the question of Slovakia, indicating 
that conversations would be possible on this subject. He emphasized 
that obviously an understanding between us would have to include 
explicit anti-Soviet tendencies. He affirmed that Germany could never | 
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collaborate with the Soviets, and that a Polish-Soviet understanding 
would inevitably lead to Bolshevism in Poland. 

I stated that no Polish patriot would allow himself to be drawn 
towards Bolshevism. He said he realized that, but in this respect the 
Jewish element in Poland was a danger. 


Replying generally to M. von Ribbentrop’s arguments, I pointed 
out that so far as our Press was concerned its tone was now quieter 
than that of any other country. M. von Ribbentrop retorted that he 
took no notice of the uproar in the British Press. That agitation was 
entirely without importance. He believed that the Fuehrer always 
followed the right policy, 

ubsequently, I stressed the fact that since 1934 our public opinion 
had been put to considerable trials. Nevertheless it remained quiet. I 
recalled that we had adopted a completely understanding attitude on 
the question of realization of Germany’s equality of rights. We had 
maintained the same attitude in regard to the Austrian problem. After 
the settlement of the Sudeten problem, the question of Sub-Carpathian 
Ruthenia had come up, and had clouded the atmosphere between our 
two countries. 

I stated that now, during the settlement of the Czecho-Slovakian 
question, there was no understanding whatever between us, The 
Czech issue was already hard enough for the Polish public to swallow, 
for, despite our disputes with the Czechs, they were after all a Slav 
people, But in regard to Slovakia the position was far worse. | 
emphasized our community of race, language and religion, and men- 
tioned the help we had given in their achievement of independence. 
I pointed out our long frontier with Slovakia. I indicated that the 
Polish man in the street could not understand why the Reich had 
assumed the protection of Slovakia, that protection being directed 
against Poland. I said emphatically that this question was a serious 
blow to our relations. 

M. von Ribbentrop reflected a moment, and then answered that 
this could be pre | : - x i 

I promised to refer to you the suggestion of a conversation between 
you and the Chancellor, M, von Ribbentrop remarked that I might 
go to Warsaw during the next few days to talk over this matter. He 
advised that the talk should not be delayed, lest the Chancellor should 
come to the conclusion that Poland was rejecting all his offers. ; 

Finally, I asked whether he could tell me anything about his 
conversation with the Foreign Minister of Lithuania. 

M. von Ribbentrop answered vaguely that he had seen M. Urbszys 
on the latter's return from Rome, and they had discussed the Memel 


question, which called for a solution. 
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In view of the importance of this conversation I am sending this 
report through Prince Lubomirski. 

Arising out of the conversation, 1 am prompted to make the follow- 
ing remarks: ae 

The fact that M. von Ribbentrop said nothing on his own initiative 
about Memel suggests that his ‘conversation with me to-day, proposing 
a fundamental exchange of views between you and the Chancellor, is 
perhaps aimed at securing our neutrality during the Memel crisis. 

M. von Ribbentrop's suggestion of a conversation and his emphasis 
on its urgency are a proof that Germany has resolved to carry out her 
Eastern programme quickly, and so desires to have Poland's attitude 
clearly defined. 

In these circumstances the conversation acquires very real impor- 
tance, and must be carefully considered in all its aspects, 

I assume that you will be desiring to summon me to Warsaw in a 
day or two in regard to this matter. 


# 


A” 


No. 62 


M. Beck's instructions to M. Lipski 
Warsaw, March 25, 1939. 
WITH reference to the questions addressed to you on the 2ist 
inst. by M. von Ribbentrop, relating to the D of Polish-German 
y: 


relations, please communicate the following re 

I. As in the past, so now, the Polish Government attach full 
importance to the maintenance of good neighbourly relations to the 
utmost extent with the German Reich. 

The Polish Government have given definite proof of this by the 
fact that in 1933 it adopted a friendly attitude towards the Third 
Reich, and opened conversations with a view to @liminating difficulties 
—conversations which led to the Polish-German Declaration of 
January 26, 1934. 

It will be appropriate, at this moment, to remind the German 
Reich of the friendly. attitude adopted by the Polish Government 
towards the first National-Socialist Senate of the Free City of Danzig. 

During all the five years following, in all its political activity in 
the international sphere, the Polish Government always refused to 
one ey part in action directed against the interests of the German . 

eich. : 

2. In regard to questions on which hitherto agreement has alwa 
been achieved, but concerning which the German Reich has recently 
put forward new proposals, namely, on the question of transit between 
the Reich and East Prussia, and on the question of regalating the 
"er of the Free City of Danzig, the Polish Government consider 
that: 

(a) They have no interest in hindering the German Government's 
free communication with the Eastern Province of the Reich. For this 
reason also, despite many changes which have occurred of recent 
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